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change has been c%n%qc d-by Individua ‘_-. Pal(jstan The focus of the analysis was
on the estimation of the understand ng of the political parties about climate
change. The analysis hlghllghted the'ﬁ‘eﬂ:epuon of the political parties of climate
change as a process and its progresilon thro_ughout the years. It points out the vari-
ous measures that the political parties have defined in their manifestoes for the miti-

gation or reduction of the effects of climate change.

For a thorough understanding of the opinions of individuals on the subject of climate
- change, IL also conducted interviews with various experts, politicians and working
journalists. These interviews aimed to record their opinions about climate change
and its importance for the various political parties of Pakistan. The basic understand-
ing of the interviewed individuals regarding climate change as a process and the ac-
tions characterized in the manifestoes was gauged.

basis of a word search carried out in four tiers; core ,
Y wor,_d_;;. As part of the qualitative research, the fre-
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ties. It was surprising to fin d ol on ‘y the national level political parties had men-
tioned the word “climate change”, whi h';;q_ints towards their knowledge of the term.
A

Climate Change

e PPPP accepts that the phenomenon poses threats to the country and clearly states
that Pakistan is a water stressed country. The party further states that in order to

' cope with the threats, there is a dire need to build dams either small or large. The

majority of climate change mitigation measures mentioned in the political manifesto

of PPPP is related to water and floods management;

e PML-N links Climate Change with business opportunities that Pakistan has lost or

will lose due to the threa'; posed by thls phenomenon;

ich the word was mentioned varied:
t would work for the implementation of the National
' e enforcement of the Environment Protec— 2
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10n of climate change and therefore their presence or
political parties indicates the political party’s knowl-
f underlined phenomenon, respectively.

hrice in their manifestos. The context in which the
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PML-N'mentioned g

Global Wa:rming

= PML-N

 twice. The party displays an understanding of the
ggf aff'%cts caused by climate change and natural disas-
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Na;urgl Hazards

* PTI mentioned natural ’?’i\air‘d's thrice a nd PPPP has mentioned twice, reflecting the

party’s knowledge of C:|jm'5"tié change énd'eq’yironmlent.
A

Natural Hazards

PTI

i
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15 secondary words were se ected?or@e,thlrd t[er analv5|s All these words were re-
lated to climate change and environment, however, not as directly as the primary
words. A

deforestation once. The word has been mentioned in
‘nch d cutting of trees. :
W &5
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Glacna? lakes/gl ac

PT| mentioned glacial I.a,k'e_‘sm __Iaciers w’ip‘relatiorf‘tu' its impact on environment and
climate change. Y : )8
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 Renewable energy

.'E-,_PPPP mentioned renewable energy including wind and solar 5 times, PML-N men-

 tioned it 16 times, PTI mentioned it twice and MWM and JI once. All these words have
been mentioned in relation to climate change and the measures taken by the parties
to mitigate or reduce the effects of climate change.

Renagyable Energy (Wind, Solar)




once. The mention of Iwestock is mdlrect and mostly reflects the policies and mea-
sures taken by the parties to |mprovt--thefp.roductlon of livestock in the country.

Livestock

PML-Q PKMAP PTI
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Land-slide/soil ere

Only PTI mentioned landslide/soil ,_,-Ll‘(;nce. Thj'é word has been indirectly linked

&4 ‘;ﬁ‘ - ’ 3 ! .
with climate change in the context of dlgaster risk management.
} A o
~ Natural resources

-

-ffi: PML-Q and MQM mentioned natural resources once, PPPP 11 times, PTI 4 times and

PML-N twice. The mention of natural resources by all these parties is in varying con-
~ textsi.e.some have linked it to climate change while others (JI, PML-F, NP, MWM, PK-
- MAP,QWP and JUI-F) have not.




_. {%v Lo\
Tertiary worc

24 indirectly related words were included.in the fourth tier analysis.
! ‘r-:

Research A

'ﬁ}. PPPP mentioned Research 17 times, PML-N mentioned 11 times and MWM and JI
" mentioned it once. The mention of the word research by all the above mentioned par-
ties remained indirect. All of them have mentioned promotion of research related ac-
tivities in various sectors, but none have linked it with climate change or environ-

- ment.

Research
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Capacity building
 PPPPand P o
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e growth and Resilience once, Micro insurance Twice

nerability 4 times. Except for the word resilience, all the
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Pro-poor growth

PPPP

'

| | .
24 times, PTI and PML-F 9 times, QWP and

rice, PML-Q twice and PKMAP onc
. .n_&a'ssociatig}n with euﬁﬂﬂ
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Eq umﬁ A

PPPP mentloned E%@MJ; \ PML F Bnce The mention of the word
equity by all these parties is a diffe ontext not linked with climate change or en-
vironment. ' g :




effects
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After carefully analysingi"h '“‘anifé‘stqﬁ‘o
ualland Pakistan took the next |mportant step of talking to the politicians personally

f Ieadlng political parties of Pakistan Individ-

to get an idea of how do they perceive climate change, especially as one of the lead-
ing issues affecting the country.

Except for the Bahawalpur National Awami Party, every other person interviewed was
well aware of the various developments regarding climate change and environment.
Mushtag Ahmed Khan, Ameer Jamat-e Islami KPK, was of the view that “climate
change has become a reality. In 2016 the month of May was the hottest and climate
change is affecting human life, agriculture, wild life and environment alike.”

He further touched u_por: the various reasons for climate change both at the national
and the global level. He blamed the developed countries and industrialization for
driving cllmatag change, ]‘@ich is now affecting less developed and most vulnerable
i alking about the importance of trees and forests, Mr. Mush-

view that “there is a dire need to grow more plants and
‘national forest resources.” However, he added that since
a number of different issues, therefore, climate change re-
the government.

?T@hreek-—e Insaf was aware of the fact that Pakistan is in
ies to climate change. He talked about the “The Bil-

"Per eptlon of'F about \Etg éhange and its.

y the KPK government. He mformed that SO
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1‘\?’!\"1 r. Javed Khan of B A’ﬁ) \!as'ﬁf the view that Cli-.
mate cﬁ'a”ngé:':;is-%a technical other ber of his party is not aware

> o1,

of the issue. ““\h:l & HA
Mr. Zia-ul Haque of PML-Z vowed t
clude it in the party’s agenda. He addé‘!‘tﬁait all the development projects that result
in increasing pollution should be ban,'-ned an_d only such projects should be allowed to
operate that don’t cause pollution. An environmental impact assessment (EIA) of

~ every development project should be necessary before its final approval. Talking

'ocus on the issue of climate change and to in-

about the change in climate he added that “offseason rain is increasing, so the dura-
~ tion of summers. On the other hand, the duration of winters is decreasing.” He also

added that the follow up on the climate change conference is necessary.

Pakistan Peoples’ Party Parliamentarians (PPPP) Qamar-uz Zaman Kaira was of the
~ view that Climate Change is one of the most important contemporary issues. He

added that because t)f i _Iissu..e, the whole system is disturbed. He was of the view
that "_PPPP 5-..,-, th ‘?js's’Ues-"Fha’t'ﬁre directly or indirectly related with the wel-
fare of the p | imate change poses a serious challenge to the lives of citi-
zens, there : cﬁallehge for the party.” He was of the view that people

e

the seriousness of the issue, so that they can play their
ghlighted that when during PPPP’s second tenure, a Na-
: r.d.[a__f_t__ed by the government.
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Mr. Usman Kakar of PakF irty (PMAP) was of the view that al-
though Pakistan |5?n‘%e p ter ) t es b'é'ing'affected by climate change,
yet i_t' is very difficult for us to ope be se of a lack of resources. He stressed on the

need of more resources to fight this is&'e.‘ /|
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He also emphasized that Environmental Impact Assessments should always be con-

ducted before commissioning any project. However, it doesn’t happen in practice and
~ that is one of the reasons why our development projects are not environment friend-
[ ly. He also talked about the incompetency of various government departments in
tackling the issue of climate change.

Khan, Amir Jamat-e Islami was of the view that “there is a
plants and trees and take care of our national forest

entz imp!d-asasfsmau\(ﬁIQ" |
ore ifs final approval;
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Mr. Vll&:é Moka‘l of M

the view that in Pakl%n H:. : dere&.as an issue. He stated that “no one
is willing to talk about it ﬁn n’;ost importantly there is a serious lack of education and
awareness on Climate Change.” Polltmuﬁ Jand smoke emitting vehicles should be
banned. 2

- Ms. Naeema Kishwar Khan of Jamiat-e Ulema Islam at a meeting of the National As-
‘sembly Standing Committee was of the view that it is very important to increase
~ forest cover to tackle climate change. PMAP’s MNA Mr. Abdul Qahar Khan Wadan was
of the view that “cutting of trees was not possible without involvement of local forest
departments.” Similarly, PML-N’s legislator Mr. Muhammad Moeen Watoo was of the
view that “climate ministry’s forest wing officials and provincial forest departments
are doing nothing to t:orftro! deforestation.”

talked to Dr. Fahad Saeed, Head of the Environment and
ustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI). In the informal
\ ahfld Saeed provided the following recommendations for the
and other stakeholders to increase the understanding of

d the steps required for adaptation and mitigation:

I"\

3 % o sessions are necessary to create awareness.
to create awareness on the 1 1ssue;
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Timeline of va mate change related
”d.evelopm‘erﬁf.._ |

Initiative T r vernment) | Department

Pakisan Environmental 1933.‘ GoP

Protection Ordinance

Environmental protection Act, | 1996-1997 GoP

1997

upgraded the  Enwvironment | 1997 GoP

Ministry witha full dme Minister

“Task Force on Climate Change’ | 2008 Planmng  Commussion

(TFCC) Pakistan

National dlimate change policy | April 2011 Ministry of Environment

draft } &8

Climate Change Division
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