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The first transmission of Pakistan 
Television was aired during 1964;

Ini�ally PTV's transmission was limited 
to 6 days a week; 3 hours each day.

PTV Transmission switched from Black 
and White to colour during 1976;

The first conceptual logo of PTV was 
designed by Abdul Rehman Chughtai 
(modified later by Shehzad Nawaz Khan 
and recently redesigned, in 2016, by 
PTV's Crea�ve Manager Babar Sagheer).

In 1984, under The Companies 
Ordinance 1984 (XLVII of 1984) of the 
Securi�es and Exchange Commission of 
Pakistan (SECP), the Pakistan Television 
was registered as a corpora�on.

Introduc�on
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enjoyed monopoly in Pakistan's television 
stsphere. During the 1  govt of Benazir Bhu�o 

during 1990, a semi-private television 
network was launched named Peoples 
Television Network (Changed to Shalimar 
Recording and Broadcas�ng Company, and 
later renamed Shalimar Television Network, 
STN). Both, PTV and STN came under the
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Timeline of Events in Pakistan’s Electronic Media Landscape 
till 2002

Year Events

 

1964 Pilot black and white transmission stations launched at Lahore in November and at 
Dhaka (East Pakistan; now Bangladesh) in December under Ayub Khan’s presidency. 1

1967 Transmission centre set up in Rawalpindi.2

 

1972 Pakistan Television’s Lahore centre’s new building was

 

inaugurated by then Prime 
Minister Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto. 3

 

1974 Transmission centre set up in Quetta and Peshawar4

 

1976 Coloured transmission launched in Pakistan.
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1984 Pakistan Television was registered as a corporation under The Companies Ordinance 
1984 (XLVII of 1984) of the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) 

1990 Semi-private television network launched namely; Peoples Television Network (changed 
to Shalimar Recording and Broadcasting Company, and later renamed Shalimar 
Television Network, STN)

 Pakistan’s first private television channel STN launched and telecasted programmes of 
CNN and BBC. NTM (a private media company) was also established, its programmes 
were telecasted on prime time of STN.6

 

1996 STN started self-production of programmes

 

1999 STN closed down; PTV bought STN and launched its Channel 3.

 

2000 Privatization of media; ARY Digital was launched as the first entertainment TV network.
2002 Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA) was founded.7 The first 

private news channel was launched; Geo News.



Expansion of Private
Television Channels
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PashtoPashto



The table above highlights the presence of regional media that has emerged 
as a result of liberaliza�on and has been producing and broadcas�ng local 
content in regional languages. The regional media encompassing 5 regional 
languages include 5 Sindhi, 3 Seraiki, 2 Balochi, 2 Pashto, and 1 Punjabi, 
media organisa�ons.
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